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Media Discourse for ISIS
Dabiq Magazine — Content Analysis
By
Ghassan Abdul-Rahman Abu-Husein
Supervised by

Prof .Dr. Hameeda Mahdi Smaesim

Abstract

The use of computational propaganda by armed faith-based organizations is on the rise.
They use media and digital technology not only for political and propaganda purposes, but
to extend their influence and shape their image.

Ever since the "Islamic State" declared the establishment of what it calls the "State of the
Caliphate" on June 2014, it has deployed a strong media and propaganda machine, and has
deftly used the Internet and social media to spread its message.

ISIS launched its own media platforms under names that carry historical significance
and/or were culled from religious texts, which reflect the military confrontation with the
"Crusader Army" in Dabiq (north of Aleppo).

This study explores the media discourse of ISIS insofar as it belongs to an ideological
organization, or as the group describes it, "jihadi media."”

Many studies have attempted to address this topic, but they have not gone deep enough in
their understanding of the historical and religious perspectives inherent in this type of

media discourse.
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To further explore the ISIS worldview, a content analysis of the organization's media
discourse was conducted. Amongst the major findings in this breakdown were the

following recurring themes and components:

Religious content: 16.3%

« Propaganda content (how they see themselves and would like to be seen): 12%

 International and current affairs: 9%

e The need for Muslims to acknowledge their enemies: 18.4%

o The need to be in a state of hostility with non-believers (kuffar): 16.4%

« The need for neutrals and supporters to emigrate to the State of the Caliphate:
15.9%

« Breaking down the entirity of ISIS discourse in different ways, the study found that
relations with the "other" should be conforntational (66.7%), competitive (23.5%)
and rarely neutral (1%).

o Almost one-fifth of ISIS discourse deals with the Syrian regime (19.3%), followed
by the Iragi regime (14.4%) and the West & European Union (13.4%). Discourse on
Iran came in ninth out of 14 regions/states.

o The target audience is ISIS supporters, followed by neutrals.

« Historical language and terminology is used heavily (42.2%).

Keywords: ISIS, ISIL, Dabig, Discourse, Jihad, Media
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